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ACTIVITY CALENDAR 

 
Activity Date 

Straw-headed Bulbul Conservation Planning Workshop 4 May 

Coastal Clean-up at Kranji Mudflats 11 May 

Horseshoe Crab Rescue & Research Programme  12 May 

Pesta Ubin: Pulau Ubin Ramble – Route 1 18 May 

Pesta Ubin: Mangroves cum Coastal Clean-up at Ubin (RUM Initiative) 25 May 

Butterfly Walk at Khoo Teck Puat Hospital 25 May 

NSS 65th Annual General Meeting 25 May 

Volunteers Needed: Festival of Biodiversity 2019 25 & 26 May 

Birdwatching at Gardens by the Bay 26 May 

Ramble “Plastics” – Pulau Ubin Route 2 1 Jun 

Pesta Ubin: Evening Nature Walk at Pulau Ubin 1 Jun 

Pesta Ubin: Morning Nature Walk at Pulau Ubin 2 Jun 

NSS Kids' Fun with Marine Life at Changi Beach 8 Jun 

Nature Walk at Bukit Brown Cemetery 8 Jun 

Coastal Clean-up at Kranji Mudflats 9 Jun 

1st Swallowtail & Birdwing Butterfly Race   
9 Jun 

(tentative) 

Pesta Ubin: Kayaking at Sungei Jelutong 15 Jun 

Pesta Ubin: Evening Nature Walk at Pulau Ubin 15 Jun 

Talk: #Youths_in_Biodiversity 21 Jun 

Pesta Ubin: Evening Nature Walk at Pulau Ubin 22 Jun 

Pesta Ubin: Birdwatching at Pulau Ubin 29 Jun 

Ramble “Nature” at Pulau Ubin 29 Jun 

Pesta Ubin: Ubin Day 29 Jun 

Kayak Pulau Ubin’s Three Rivers 14 Jul 

Singapore Bird Race 2019 9 & 10 Nov 
 
 

TRIPS LED BY NSS MEMBERS 
 

Activity Date 

4D/3N Lombok & Bali Shark Conservation and Adventure Trip 31 Aug – 3 Sep 

7D/6N Safari in the heart of Okavango Delta, Botswana 2 Feb – 8 Feb 
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MAY 
 
4 May, Saturday 
Straw-headed Bulbul Conservation Planning Workshop 
The Straw-headed Bulbul is one of Asia’s most charismatic songbirds. Its popularity as a highly-valued songbird 
in parts of Southeast Asia has driven rampant and unsustainable rates of poaching. Recognising this crisis, the 
International Union for Conservation for Nature (IUCN) up-listed the species to ‘Critically Endangered’ in 2018. 
The collapse of Straw-headed Bulbul populations across Southeast Asia also leaves Singapore with the most 
significant populations of this charismatic species globally. The Nature Society (Singapore) and BirdLife 
International recognizes that any effort to conserve this species globally will need to start from concerted 
efforts in Singapore, and in cooperation with concerned stakeholders. This Workshop aims to consult key 
stakeholders to chart a coordinated conservation strategy that identifies priority actions for its conservation in 
Singapore.  The program of the workshop will be centered include presentations from experts, moderated 
discussions and breakout sessions. A finalized programme will be available prior to the workshop. To 
participate, please register with Dr. Ho Hua Chew (huachewho@gmail.com) and Dr. Yong Ding Li 
(dingli.yong@birdlife.org) by March 31. Places will be available on a first-come-first-served basis. Time: 9am – 
6pm. Venue: Mapletree Business City. Open to the public. 
 
11 May, Saturday 
Coastal Clean-up at Kranji Mudflats 
Join us to clean up Kranji Mudflats to benefit the wildlife that thrives there. Designated as a Key Biodiversity 
Area, this coastline is a key habitat for horseshoe crabs and an important feeding site for wading birds. Time: 
8am to 11am. Please register at http://tinyurl.com/nsscoastalcleanup. Closing date: Wednesday, 8 May ’19. 
Details will be emailed upon successful registration. For enquiries, contact Bryan at nssccu@gmail.com. Open 
to the public. 
 
12 May, Sunday 

Horseshoe Crab Rescue & Research Programme  
Horseshoe Crabs (HSC) are in decline globally due to habitat loss, poaching and overfishing. NSS aims to 
continually monitor our local HSC population to ensure that they stay around for generations to come. If you 
want to be a part of this important mission to rescue and study the HSC at Mandai Mudflats, please register 
individually at https://tinyurl.com/nsshorseshoecrab. Children must be accompanied and supervised by a 
parent at all times. Time: 9.30am to 12.00pm. For queries, please contact Lester at hscrr.nss@gmail.com. Do 
bring along your cap, boots/booties, sunblock, repellent, and plentiful drinking water. Washing facilities are 
not available. Details will be emailed 7 days before the programme date. Open to the public.  
 
18 May, Saturday 
Pesta Ubin: Pulau Ubin Ramble – Route 1 
Pulau Ubin is an island located on the north-eastern coast of Singapore. Its name is derived from its original 
Malay name, Pulau Batu Jubin, which means “Island of Granite Stones”. Granite quarries provided the initial 
draw for early local settlement, and much of the island’s granite was used for Singapore’s early developments 
such as Horsburgh Lighthouse and the Singapore-Johore Causeway. Pulau Ubin’s five disused quarries still 
exist. The rock cliffs on Pulau Ubin are ideal for abseiling. Today, Pulau Ubin is a nature and leisure island with 
amenities for rustic and outdoor recreational activities. Meeting Point: Changi Point Ferry Terminal. Time: 8am 
– 1.30pm. Terrain: Causal trek. Participants should be medically fit and healthy. The trek is not suitable for 
children below 14 years old. Please bring 1.5 litres of water, poncho, walking stick/trekking pole, and proper 
walking or trekking shoes. Cost: $6 per person (for ferry ride, $3 per direction payable directly to the 
boatman.) Open to the public.  

25 May, Saturday 
Pesta Ubin: Mangroves cum Coastal Clean-up at Ubin (RUM Initiative) 
Pulau Ubin is designated as an Important Bird and Biodiversity Area. In line with the Restore Ubin Mangroves 
(RUM) initiative, join us as we remove abandoned drift nets and marine debris that choke up Ubin’s coastline. 
This prepares the selected sites for scientific surveys and RUM restoration works. It ensures that our wildlife 
have the proper environment to thrive. Time: 8.00am – 11.00am. Please register at 
 http://tinyurl.com/ubinrum25may2019. Please note that registration will be opened 2 weeks prior to actual 
event date. Due to bumboat capacity limits, maximum 30 pax. Details will be emailed to registered volunteers 
3 – 4 days prior to event. Meet at Changi Point Ferry Terminal. For enquiries, contact Lisa at 
nssmcg@gmail.com. Open to the public. 

 

 



 2 

25 May, Saturday 
Butterfly Walk at Khoo Teck Puat Hospital 
With a record of close to a hundred butterfly species, Khoo Teck Puat Hospital (KTPH) boasts sightings of some 
of the rarest gems including the Influent Royal, Brown Awl, Green Baron and Great Mormon. Threatened 
species like the Common Birdwing and Common Rose (Singapore’s National Butterfly) breed here. Even the 
once thought extinct Clipper was found here in October 2017. This walk will be a three-hour exploration of the 
butterfly life within the lush hospital grounds and at nearby Yishun pond. Meet at the main lobby of KTPH at 9 
am to register for the walk. NSS members wearing Common Rose (National Butterfly) T-shirts will be handling 
the registration. Bring along hat and water, and wear comfortable walking shoes. For queries, please call NSS 
office (tel no: 6741-2036). Open to the public. 
 
25 May, Saturday 
NSS 65th Annual General Meeting 
NSS warmly invites all members to its 65th Annual General Meeting. Venue: Gallery Room, Level 6, Sky Park, 
Singapore Sustainability Academy, City Square Mall. Time: 10am to 1pm. Members only. 
 
25 – 26 May, Saturday & Sunday 
Volunteers Needed: Festival of Biodiversity 2019 
The Festival of Biodiversity is back for the 8th year to celebrate Singapore's natural heritage. Visitors can look 
forward to a range of interactive workshops and exhibitions by various nature groups. Volunteers are needed 
to help at the NSS booth. You will be scheduled according to the shift of your preference and be briefed prior 
to the event. To volunteer with us, please register yourself at https://tinyurl.com/nssfobvolunteers. We will 
get in touch with you closer to the date. For Enquiries, please contact Kerry at kerry@nss.org.sg. Venue: Toa 
Payoh HDB Hub. Open to the public. 
 
26 May, Sunday 
Birdwatching at Gardens by the Bay 
The plentiful water features and rich plant life at Gardens by the Bay have proven attractive to our local birds.  
Interesting sightings include the Lesser Whistling Duck, Red-legged Crake, Stork-billed Kingfisher and various 
sunbirds.  Meet Veronica Foo (HP: 96682210) at 7.30 am at Satay by the Bay food court.  Members only. 
 
 

JUNE 
 
1 Jun, Sunday 
Ramble “Plastics” – Pulau Ubin Route 2 
Pulau Ubin is an island located on the north-eastern coast of Singapore. Its name is derived from its original 
Malay name, Pulau Batu Jubin, which means “Island of Granite Stones”. Granite quarries provided the initial 
draw for early local settlement, and much of the island’s granite was used for Singapore’s early developments 
such as Horsburgh Lighthouse and the Singapore-Johore Causeway. Pulau Ubin’s five disused quarries still 
exist. The rock cliffs on Pulau Ubin are ideal for abseiling. Today, Pulau Ubin is a nature and leisure island with 
amenities for rustic and outdoor recreational activities. Meeting Point: Changi Point Ferry Terminal. Time: 8am 
– 12pm. Terrain: Easy to Difficult. Participants should be medically fit and healthy. The trek is not suitable for 
children below 14 years old. Please bring 1.5 litres of water, poncho, walking stick/trekking pole, and proper 
walking or trekking shoes. Cost: $6 per person (for ferry ride, $3 per direction payable directly to the 
boatman.) Members only. 

1 Jun, Sunday 
Pesta Ubin: Evening Nature Walk at Pulau Ubin 
Save-the-date! Join the volunteers of Vertebrate Study Group of Nature Society (Singapore) and the 
Herpetological Society of Singapore for a special evening nature walk at Pulau Ubin. More details (time, 
registration links etc.) will be posted on our website and Facebook Page when they become available. Open to 
the public. 
 
2 Jun, Sunday 
Pesta Ubin: Morning Nature Walk at Pulau Ubin 
Save-the-date! Join the volunteers of Vertebrate Study Group of Nature Society (Singapore) and the 
Herpetological Society of Singapore for a special evening nature walk at Pulau Ubin. More details (time, 
registration links etc.) will be posted on our website and Facebook Page when they become available. Open to 
the public. 
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8 Jun, Saturday 
NSS Kids' Fun with Marine Life at Changi Beach 
Join Uncle Marcus Ng and Auntie Lena Chow as they unveil the living treasures of Changi Beach in our 
exploratory inter-tidal walk. Expect to see colourful sea cucumbers, sea stars and more. Time: 7.30 am to 9.30 
am. Please register your children (4 to 12 years old) at: http://tinyurl.com/nsskidsevent. Confirmation details 
will be emailed after the closing date. Cost: $2 per child (member); $10 per child (non-member). Fees will be 
collected on the spot. Parents, caregivers and older siblings are encouraged to join in at no charge. For 
enquiries, contact Gloria at gloria_seow@yahoo.com. Open to the public. 
 
8 Jun, Saturday 
Nature Walk at Bukit Brown Cemetery 
Parts of Bukit Brown was lost to the building of the Lornie highway. The project was announced in 2011 and 
expected to be completed in 2016. Due to delays, the first phase was finally opened in late 2018. The final 
phase is slated to be completed by Q1, 2019. The extended duration of its construction have adverse impact 
on what remained. Fortunately, significant portions of the cemetery still offer refuge to flora and fauna. Join 
Goh Si Guim on a walk to see how this green haven had weathered the onslaught on development. Meet at 
0730 at the relocated main gate. There are no parking areas. Path side parking will be at your own risk. 
Members only. 

 
9 Jun, Sunday 
Coastal Clean-up at Kranji Mudflats 
Join us to clean up Kranji Mudflats to benefit the wildlife that thrives there. Designated as a Key Biodiversity 
Area, this coastline is a key habitat for horseshoe crabs and an important feeding site for wading birds. Time: 
8am to 10am. Please register at http://tinyurl.com/nsscoastalcleanup. Registration will open on 13 May. 
Closing Date: Monday, 27 May ’19. Details will be emailed upon successful registration. For enquiries, contact 
Bryan at nssccu@gmail.com. Open to the public. 
 
9 Jun, Sunday (tentative) 
1st Swallowtail & Birdwing Butterfly Race   
The Butterfly & Insect Group will be hosting a Swallowtail and Birdwing race on 9 June 2019 in conjunction 
with the World Swallowtail Day. Time: 8am – 3pm. Venue: The flag-off location will be at the Singapore Zoo. 
For the duration of the race, teams can visit any nature area in Singapore to record the numbers and diversity 
of Swallowtail and Birdwings butterfly species. Winning teams should have the maximum number of 
Swallowtail and Birdwing butterflies. There will be a separate prize for the best Swallowtail or Birdwing 
butterfly photo of the day. Each team should comprise of 3 to 5 people. Registration will be on a first come, 
first serve basis. To register, email Ms. Amy Tsang at amy.tsang3@gmail.com with your team name, name of 
team leader and name of at least 1 experienced butterfly watcher. Further details will be sent to the registered 
teams. Closing date: 31 May. Please note that the date of the activity is subject to change. Updates will be 
provided on our website and emailed to NSS members and registered teams. Open to the public. 
 
15 Jun, Saturday. 
Pesta Ubin: Kayaking at Sungei Jelutong 
As one of the most interesting mangrove rivers in Singapore, Sungei Jelutong is a gem in the heart of rustic 
Pulau Ubin. Come, join us for a leisurely 1-hour guided paddle where our volunteer nature guides will share 
interesting facts on the flora and fauna along the river, the importance of our coastal forests, and what we can 
do to conserve them. This trip is suitable for families (both adults and children). Minimum age: 8 years old. 
Children 12 years old and below MUST BE accompanied by adult guardians. Time: From 8.00am 
onwards. Duration: Each scheduled session is approximately 1.5 hours including safety briefing. Pre-
registration is required. Cost: $20 per person. Net proceeds will be donated to NSS’s Marine Conservation 
Group for conservation efforts. Meeting point: Next to Jelutong bridge. More details including the schedule 
and registration link will be posted onto NSS Facebook Page and website mid-May 2019. Open to the public. 

 
15 Jun, Saturday 
Pesta Ubin: Evening Nature Walk at Pulau Ubin 
Save-the-date! Join the volunteers of Vertebrate Study Group of Nature Society (Singapore) and the 
Herpetological Society of Singapore for a special evening nature walk at Pulau Ubin. More details (time, 
registration links etc.) will be posted on our website and Facebook Page when they become available. Open to 
the public. 

 
 
 

mailto:amy.tsang3@gmail.com
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21 Jun, Friday 
Talk: #Youths_in_Biodiversity 
Biodiversity loss has reached its threshold. Our ecosystems are suffering the consequences and this has 
affected our society. The current generation of young people must act to safeguard biodiversity and our 
future. Karl will share about the works of youths during the ASEAN Youth Biodiversity Leaders Programme 
workshop. The inaugural workshop was held in Thailand for a week where participants learnt about project 
management and implementation. The talk will also discuss how Singapore can engage its youths in 
Biodiversity with current resources and networks. Time: 7.30pm – 8.30pm. Venue: NSS Office. To attend, 
please register at https://tinyurl.com/talk-nss. Open to the public. 

 
22 Jun, Saturday 
Pesta Ubin: Evening Nature Walk at Pulau Ubin 
Save-the-date! Join the volunteers of Vertebrate Study Group of Nature Society (Singapore) and the 
Herpetological Society of Singapore for a special evening nature walk at Pulau Ubin. More details (time, 
registration links etc.) will be posted on our website and Facebook Page when they become available. Open to 
the public. 

 
29 Jun, Saturday 
Pesta Ubin: Birdwatching at Pulau Ubin 
Meet guides from the Bird Group at 7.30 am in front of Ubin Jetty next to the big map for a three-hour walk 
through the Ubin countryside.  We will look out for island specialities including the Oriental Pied Hornbill, Red 
Junglefowl, White-rumped Shama and the globally critically endangered Straw-headed Bulbul.  Please note 
that the bumboat ride to Ubin is $3 per pax in each direction.  Contact Lee Ee Ling (HP: 96935870) at 
ellee1584@gmail.com to register by 15 June or for more information.  Open to the public. 
 
29 Jun, Saturday 
Ramble “Nature” at Pulau Ubin 
Pulau Ubin is an island located on the north-eastern coast of Singapore. Its name is derived from its original 
Malay name, Pulau Batu Jubin, which means “Island of Granite Stones”. Granite quarries provided the initial 
draw for early local settlement, and much of the island’s granite was used for Singapore’s early developments 
such as Horsburgh Lighthouse and the Singapore-Johore Causeway. Pulau Ubin’s five disused quarries still 
exist. The rock cliffs on Pulau Ubin are ideal for abseiling. Today, Pulau Ubin is a nature and leisure island with 
amenities for rustic and outdoor recreational activities. Meeting Point: Changi Point Ferry Terminal. Time: 8am 
– 12pm. Terrain: Causal trek. Participants should be medically fit and healthy. The trek is not suitable for 
children below 14 years old. Please bring 1.5 litres of water, poncho, walking stick/trekking pole, and proper 
walking or trekking shoes. Cost: $6 per person (for ferry ride, $3 per direction payable directly to the 
boatman.) Members only. 

29 Jun, Saturday 
Pesta Ubin: Ubin Day 
Ubin Day brings Pesta Ubin (https://pestaubin2019.blogspot.sg) to a close after a month of celebrating all 
things Pulau Ubin. Volunteers are invited to help out at the NSS booth that will showcase the Society’s work.  
Time: 9 am to 4 pm. Venue: Pulau Ubin Assembly Area. Open to the public. 
 
 

JULY 
 
14 Jul, Sunday 
Kayak Pulau Ubin’s Three Rivers 
Pulau Ubin is crisscrossed by many waterways. Suitable for beginners, this kayaking trip explores 3 waterways 
of this intricate river systems, linking them in a closed loop within the island. At some sections, the river 
narrowed and the trees closed, creating a natural canopy of arching branches and leaves. Numerous species of 
birds are easily spotted among this mazy waterways such as kingfishers, hornbills and eagles. Bigger reptiles 
like monitor lizards and snakes also call this place home. Cost: $95 (members); $120 (non-members); $50 
(children). Payment can be made via cash, bank transfer or cheque made out to ‘Nature Society 
(Singapore)’. No refunds will be given for no shows or dropouts. Min Age: 8 years old. Children (8 to 11 years 
old) must be accompanied by one parent in the same kayak. No guardians are allowed. To attend, register at: 
http://tinyurl.com/nsskayakubin. A payment direction email will be sent to you after registration. Additional 
details will be emailed to you upon successful registration and payment. Members will be given priority. Min. 
& Max. No. of Participants: 18/28 pax. For enquiries, please contact Say Chong at nsskayaking@gmail.com. 
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Trip is subject to cancellation in the event of adverse weather and/or insufficient participants. A replacement 
trip will be offered if cancellation is due to poor weather. Closing date: 1 Jul, Monday. Time: 7.30am – 
12.30pm. Open to the public. 
 
 

NOVEMBER 
 
9 & 10 Nov, Saturday & Sunday 
Singapore Bird Race 2019 
Save these dates!  The 35th edition of the Singapore Bird Race will take place on the weekend of 9 and 10 
November 2019.  An exciting program is being planned and more information will be shared on NSS 
website/Facebook page and Singapore Birders Facebook page. 
 
 

Trips Led by Members 
 
The private trips here are the initiative of members who wish to travel to nature locations with other members 
or like-minded people. Arrangements will be made through a travel agency. 
 
 
4D/3N Lombok & Bali Shark Conservation and Adventure Trip 
  
Dates: 31 Aug to 3 Sep ’19 
Closing Date: 16 Aug ’19 
Cost: $450/$500 per member/non-member 
Minimum: 4 pax to go 
  
Join Kathy Xu on a marine conservation responsible holiday. Activities include snorkelling in pristine waters, 
beach hopping, mini cliff trekking, as well as nature trail and waterfall trekking. Your participation will aid in 
shark conservation by providing an alternative income to shark fishermen. Cost includes accommodation with 
WiFi and breakfast, land transfers, full-day beach hopping and snorkelling boat trip with a visit to Pink Beach's 
pink sand and dramatic cliffs, full-day waterfall trek, snacks, drinks, packed lunch and snorkelling gear. Cost 
excludes flights, insurance and dinners. Please ensure that flights are still available before signing up for the 
trip. For registration or enquiries, email Kathy at kathyxtt@gmail.com. Read Kathy's article 'Reality Bites – A 
View to Lessen the Kill' in Nature Watch Jan-Mar 2014 for more information. Open to the public 
 
 
7D/6N Safari in the heart of Okavango Delta, Botswana 
 
Dates: 02 Feb to 08 Feb ‘20 
Closing date: 28 Jun ‘19 
Cost: US$ 3,140 / US$ 3,330 per member/non-member 
Minimum: 6pax to go 
  
Botswana's Okavango Delta is one of Africa's last remaining great wilderness habitats providing refuge to huge 
concentrations of game. A UNESCO’s World Heritage Site, the Okavango is an important protected wildlife 
area. The Okavango Delta is a large alluvial fan or ‘inland delta’ in north-western Botswana. The area includes 
permanent swamps covering approximately 600,000 hectares along with up to 1.2 million hectares of 
seasonally flooded grassland. It is one of a very few large and near pristine inland delta systems without an 
outlet to the sea but drain instead into the desert sands of the Kalahari Basin. At the heart of the Okavango 
Delta, lies Khwai Private Reserve with over 200,000 hectares of pristine wilderness - three times the size of 
Singapore. The landscape is one of the most diverse in Botswana with floodplains, savannah and mopane 
clusters jostling for space with riverine forest, acacia woodland, seasonal waterholes and winding channels 
leading from the mighty Khwai River. At the north of the reserve, with nearly 10,000 pachyderms in the area, 
Hyena Pan attracts the world’s largest population of elephant.  At The Jackal & Hide, the landscape is 
quintessential Okavango with vast floodplains and sprawling grasslands meeting patches of forested enclaves, 
and through it all runs an intricate network of channels and lily-filled waterways. Cost includes full board 
accommodation, game drives, and transfers within Botswana. Cost excludes insurance, transfers between 
Singapore and Botswana. For registration and/or enquiries, email: enquiries@a2asafaris.com. Read the 
“Okavango Odyssey” article in the Nature Watch Jul-Sep 2018 issue for more information about the place. 
Open to public. 

mailto:enquiries@a2asafaris.com

